
NEFAC NEGRI INSTITUTE – INTRO TO R PREP 
SESSION – OCT. 15, 2025





Today’s Review

• What is R?

• Why Should Young Journalists Learn 
It?

• What You Will Need for Our Oct. 26, 
2025 Lesson

• I will be providing new data and scripts 
for you to work with



Materials for Our Lesson



BASE R – Needs to be Installed before R Studio 



Download R Studio – This Is the Environment We 
Will Use To Work With Our Data



Difference Between Base R and R Studio

Base R is an open source statistical 
programming language

You download the software from a CRAN 
– Comprehensive R Archive Network

A global network of servers storing R 
“packages” so you can work with data

Base R allows you to run code on the 
command line

R built in 1990’s Used by researchers, data 
scientists, statisticians

Can handle large datasets and 
do sophisticated statistical 

analysis

Can use as much memory in 
your computer as you allow; 

sometimes causes crashes with 
very large datasets







Difference Between Base R and R Studio

R Studio is now called POSIT

a journalist-friendly interface we install on top of Base R to 
run code

Designed by Hadley Wickham

Called an “integrated idea environment’

Intuitive and user-friendly 

Large online support community including listservs for 
journalists using R

• Do your work in four “panels” once 
you launch the software

• Preferred software to use in 
newsrooms; IRE.org offers multiple 
training sessions for journalists using 
R – more than any other 
programming language

• Easy to share code and packages 
including on developer platform 
“github”



R Studio Interface



Base R “Engine” R Studio “Dashboard”





Xcode Command Line Tools


	Default Section
	Slide 1: NEFAC NEGRI INSTITUTE – INTRO TO R PREP SESSION – OCT. 15, 2025
	Slide 2
	Slide 3: Today’s Review

	Needed Materials
	Slide 4: Materials for Our Lesson
	Slide 5: BASE R – Needs to be Installed before R Studio 
	Slide 6: Download R Studio – This Is the Environment We Will Use To Work With Our Data
	Slide 7: Difference Between Base R and R Studio
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10: Difference Between Base R and R Studio
	Slide 11: R Studio Interface
	Slide 12: Base R “Engine”   R Studio “Dashboard”

	R Tools
	Slide 13
	Slide 14


